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AWine Collection 



Minifters of -the Gofpel, Gifts of the LORD to 
his Churches ; and to be obtained by Prayer. 



SERMON 

PREACHED 
AT 

NEWBURY-PORT, 

JUNE 25, 1767. 

A FAST, falsified, by the Congregational- 
Church and Society there, under Bereavement 
of their Paftor. * 

^ At . f " '"-$ * ' V 

* 



(Publifhed at the Defire of many bf faid Society.) 

By JAMES (CHANDLER, A.M. 

JPaftor of the Weft Church in 



1 will give you Paftors according to mine Heart, which fhall 
feed you with Knowledge and with Underftanding. 

JEK. 3. 15. 

Pray ye therefore the Lord of the Harveft, that he \vill 
fend forth Laborers into hisHarveft. MAT. o. 38. 
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Miniftcrs of the Gofpel Gifts of the 
LORD to his Churches, &c. 




Epiftle to PHILEMON 22 veiv 

J truft that through your TPrayers I 
foall be given unto you. 

[AINT Taut, who wrote thefe words 
to ^Philemon, and to the church'which 
'was in his houfe, was a minifter an 
apoftle of Jefus Chrift, who if he 
were given to them y would have come 
to them, in the fullnefs of the blejfing of the gofpel 
\ of Chrift. This being attended to, the word of 
God which I have now read to you leads us to 
obferve, 

That minifters of the gofpel are gifts which 
the LORD gives to his churches. And That 
his people are to wait on him in all the ways 
'which he prefcribes to them, particularly, by 
prayer for thefe gifts. ^ 

Let it be obferved, in the jirft place, that mini- 
fiers.cf the gofpel are gifts of the LORD to his 
church to particular churches. 



6 f M'mifters of the Gofyel, 

This obfervation will be illuftrated, if we con- 
fifler the minifrry of the word to be. of diyine 
Snftitution that ftich a miniftry is a rich gift to 
the churches, and then, view the gift itfelf, take 
Dotice of the chara<&er ef SL good minifter of 
Jcfns Chrift. . 

That a gofpel-miniftry is of divine inftitution^ is 
frjlly to be obferved. 

-: In all ages of the church, God has fcnt Jbis 
fervants to his people, to {peak his words to be 
his embaiTadors to them. y-adcr,the <pld-tefra- 
ment, he appointed Mojes and the Trophets to be 
mailer-builders, to lay the foD f ocJa,tia>n ,, and for 
ordinary minifters. 'Priefts, e whoj r lips were to keep 
knowledge, and the. people were .to Jek the law at 
their mouths, they being the mejfengers of the 
Lord of Hefts*. .-. ' . ' 

And that the go (pel-day riiighit come, the fun 
of right eoufnefs arofe unto the church. God raifed. 
u$ his fon Jefus, a prophet like unto Mofes, and 
greater than Mofes, whom tye Jhoiild hear in all 
things, Tuhatfoever he faith unto ^j. b 'The great 
falvation began to btfpoken by th$ .Lord?. And, 
>vhen he had finifhed his perfonaLminiftry on. this 
earth, he commnTioned his difciples to be h^s appfr 
ties, to go into_all the 'world, and -preach- tfce. gofpil 
to every creature*'. He made theai . extraordinary 
jninifters in his church : fuch as -the thep ftate of 
the church required. By, the mijniitry . of the 
apoftles and evangelifh, we have the gofpe} the 
new-teftament, that fure word of pur falvatipn. 

And the Lord thought fit that there fhould be 

~ O . ' ' 

a mini/try in his church, to thp end of the "wp.rld : 

That 

* Mai. 2. 7. *> Afts 3. 22. c Heb. 2,3, 
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elder s:fhould- be ordained fa -every church* * 
When he afcended up on high, he gave gjfts unto 
men : gavefome,.., apoftles : and fome, prophets : 
and fame. evdngeKfis : and Tome y pallors and teach- 

mr i ' * , ^3 ,."-'.- t ** * & ' \J ', 

ers ;<'for the perfecting of the faints, for the work 
of the mimftry, for \the edifying of the body of 
Chriftf. There is, moreover, the word of the 
Lord to his m'miftcrs, directing and encouraging 
"them in their work : And his word to his peo- 
ple, bidding them to know them who are over 
'them in the Lord+andadmonifh them; and to epeem 
them very highly in love for their work's fake*. 
thus, it is evident that a gofpel miniftry is an 
inftitution of the Lord. 

2. This miniftry is a free and rich gift Q God 
to his church. 

Minifters of the gofpel are the Lord's ambaf- 
fadors, bound, by all bonds, to be faithful to hk 
cauffe and kingdom, to perfuade men to give unto 
<God, the things which are God's. At the fame 
'time, they are the-Lord's mefTengers of peace aad 
laivation to men : The Lord fenjls them ^tejhejjji 
unto their brethren the way of falvation. . 'Tis 
of his love and, .grace that he does this : Such a 
minifiry is a rich gift of his to his churches. This 
may appear in a clear light, if we confider Thle 
need Chrift's fheep are in df . a gofpel-miniftry-4- 
and what the end and defign of this gift is, what 
is, through divine grace, 'the fruit of a good 
miriiftry. ; Obierve then, / . 

. i . The need Chrift's iheep have of a gofpel 
niimftry. When he came into this world, he 
-He "was come tofeek and tojave that which 



. 4 .Ch. Tbef. 5^2-, 13. * A^s f6. 17, 



8 Minifters 

Is lop. In thefe words he gives a defcriptlon of 
fallen man. We are loft : are Jtnners 'without 
Jlrength : Not only lay under a great load of 
guilt, which we have no righteoufnefs of our 
own to remove; but our minds are blind, and 
all the faculties of our fouls viciated : We are 
even dead in trejpqfles and fins'. Wherefore, i 
though God has provided a way of falvadon for 
finners of mankind, yet the door of this falvation 
muft be opened to them, by the preaching of the 
gofpel. For, (as the apoftle Paul, argues, Rom. 
10. 14.) Ho-w Jhall they call on him, in 'whom 
they have not believed ? and how Jhall they be- 
lieve in him, of ivhom they have not heard ? and 
hoiu fhall they hear without a preacher ? We < 
may fee the force of this arguing, by vie. 4 wing the 
heathens, who never heard of a Saviour are 
without Chrift in the world; and are worfhippers 
of dumb idols, are taken captive bj the devil at 
his "will. And what if the word of God had 
never been miniflrci to us, by Mofes and the 
Ijlcpphets, by Chrift and his apoftles ? We alfb 

Jlt*^ 1 * ' . '" - * ^ * 

:: hatl then been without God, and "without Chrift ' 
in the world, and confequently, ivithout hope. 
And in a land of light, where we have bibles, 
how much do we need a good minifter of Jefus 
Chrift, to preach the gofpel to us ? There are, 
without doubt, in all our congregations, unrege- 
-nerate finners, tinners that mull repent or per i 



muft be lyfirn agaiq,or they cann&fee the king- 
dom of God**: Some of them are hardened, fec.ure 
; fmners : Some are pure in their own eyes, though 

they 

* "Luke 19. ip. $ Eph. 2. be|;in. l Ltie 13. Ci. 
* .M- 3 f 3-'*5. ' .' ' : '' 
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they tre not wafhed from their filthinefs* And 
fomc of them, it may be, are defpairing, a'ad mur- 
aiuring, as if there was no door of falvation open 
to them. Thefe are all of them in danj^r of 
miffing the narrow way t life, even though -they 
fliould be awaked to fome concern about their 
own falvation ; efpeciaUy in this day, when there 
is fo much falfe religion. 

. Thefe flnners want a good gofpcl miniftry : 
tnd fuch a miniftry is infthuted for their conver- 
fion and falvation. 

And real chriftians have a warfare a race to 
run, in which they will have need of the beft 
means to kelp them. They flumber, wander 
from the Lord ; are bufFetted, tempted, and fome- 
times arc weak and ready to faint : They know 
not what to do, and want the miniftry of the 
word to wake them, to reduce, to guide, to fane- 
tify, and to. com fort them. 
1 However light any make of the gofpel miniftry, 
when they are in health and profpe-rity, yet, iri a 
trying hour, particularly in their fpiritual trJlfr 
bles, men will feel their need of a good minifter 
of Jefus Chriit, to comfort them -with the confola- 
tions of God. 

The confideration of our need of the miniftry 
of the word, leads us to acknowledge fu-ch a 
miniftry to be JL rich gift of God. One way 
of cftimating a gift, is by the need we ftand in 
of it the piteous cafe we muft have remained 
in, if the\gifc had not been given to us. And 
, this confideration leads us to obferve further, that 
*vcare unworthy of a gofpel-miniftry : TVS fin that 
makes- it fo much needed ; :aild that fin deferves 

B God's 
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God's wrath. When therefore our piteous cafe 
is the cafe of guilty finners, it is free grace in God 
to fend to us ambaffadors with words of peace 
and reconciliation : Herein it appears that God's 
thoughts and ways are above ours, as heaven is 
'higher than the earth. 

That we .may the more clearly difcern the 
richnefs of God's gift of a gofpel-miniftry, we 
may obferve, 

2. -The end of this miniftry ; and what the 
fruit and effeft of a good miniftry is, througk 
God's grace. 

We are told for what end minifters are fent to 

preach the word to finners ; even, M open their 

ejs,andto turn them from ^da.rknefs to fig&t, and 

from the power of fat an unto God, that they may 

receive for givenefs of fins, and inheritance among 

them ivhich are fanflijied by faith 'which is in Je- 

fus Chrijl. Afts 26. 1 8. 

And to real chriftians minifters are fent to be 

'helpers of their joy n . The Lord bids them feed his 

jheep and his lambs feed them with knowledge 

#& underJlanding-~-give to every one his portion of 

the word, in due feafoif. He bids them preach 

the word that word of God, by which, of his 

own will, he begets his elecl*. In fhort, they are 

'appointed to be workers together with God*, in- 

ftruments in the converfion of finners, and the 

edification of the faints. 

Is it not a rich gift of God to his churches,to 
fend his miniflers to them for this end ? 

And that this is the^^-wof thegofpel-miniflry, 
obferVe the fruit and effcft of it. 

Though 

a 2 Cor. i. 24. John ai Chap. v Luke 12. 42. &c. 
* a Tim. 4. 2. James j. 18. r 2 Cor. 6. init. 



Oifts of the Lord to his Churches, Sec. 1 1 

Though minifters have no felf-fufficiency to 
convert men, and to build them up in faith, yet 
when they plant and^ater^ God, of his grace 
grveth the increafe : He is wont to blcfs his word 
whrch they preach to make it effectual to the 
cleft for their falvation. 

It muft be granted, that good minifters of Je- 
fus Chrift have not that fuccefs ^-that rneafure of 
fuccefs which is to be defired : It is to be lament- 
ed, that there afe hypocrites, many hardened fin- 
ners, under a good miriiftry. But to others they 
are the favor of life unto life*, inftruments of their 
converlion and falvation ; the fpirit of God mak- 
ing the preaching of the word thus effectual. There 
is a foundation for this concluflon that faithful 
minifters of the gofpel are inftrumental in win- 
ning fouls to Chrift, and i-ri the edification/ of 
iaints -.'Under fueh a miniftry fons and daughters 
are born to God, and the firft-born of the poor 
feed, churches walk in the faith and order of 
the gofpel. ^ Vv T hereas, were it not for the mint-, 
ftry of the gofpel, it is likely that even the form 
.of religion would foon be loft. Thus chfiftians 
are led to prize the mini dry of the word as a rich 
gift of their afcended Lord. 

We may fee this point further ilkifrrated when-, 
3. In the third place we take a view of this, 
gift of the Lord to his church attend to the 
charaEler of a miniftcr. of Jefus Chrifl. 

The churches muft do this, both that they may 
fcnow wh'om to regard as melTcna-ers of the Lord 

"" i O . . r 

to them, and that they may duly efteem thisgir; 
of their Lord. This treafure'is in earthen vejfek .. 

' B 2. . Mini%R 

$ a Cor; 2 . 16. " . 



1 2 Mmtftcrs of the Gofyel> 

Miniftcrs of the gofpel are i&cn-^-mcn of like 
pqffions with their brethren. Yet they are men 
whomGod qualifies for the office, in fuch a mea- 
fure, that their miniftry tends to anfwer the end 
for which they are given. We may fee fomcr 
thing of their character ia the particulars that novr 
follow. 

I . A minifter of the golpel is vifibly, A true 
difciple ofChrift. 

What king will truft that man as his arnbafla- 
dor to negociate his moft weighty matters, whom 
he knows to be his enemy, not cordial to his in- 
tereft ? But what faith the fcripture in this cafe? 
Our Lord afked Peter faying Simon fon of 
Jonas kveji thou me more than thefe ? And upon 
his anfwering in the affirmative, he (aid to him - 

cj - * <- ' , 

feed myjheepfeed my lambs*. And the apoftle 
Paul wrote that a bi/Jyop foould be blamehfe -a 
lover of good men, fober,j uft, holy, temper ate* , that 
he fhould be an example to the believers,in word^ 
in converfation, in charity, in fpirit, in faith> in 
purity* . Here feems to be the charafter or def- 
cription of a man who loves the Lord JefusGhrijl. 
infincerity. I may add, r that doing the work of 
the miniflry, requires the exercife of grace. A mi- 
nider of the gofpcl fhould therefore be a man en* 
riched with the grace of God.- But how fhall 
the churches 'know that a man is a faint'?- Not 
by any of thofe marks which enthufiafm has in- 
vented; and which have fometimes been in vogue 
with fome people. But by a profeffion of chri- 
ftianity a profeffion of faith and repentance ; and 
by a life and con verfation agreeing with this prp- 

fcffion', 



17. 
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feflion, and which give* credit to it. - 
fntits ye Jhall know then?. . 

. A minifter of the gofpel muft have gifts 
qualifying him to be a teacher of others. 

A man's being a found believer don't make 
Jbim a minifter : That alone don't make him fit 
to be a minifter of the word. No. The apoftlc 
Paul has twice 7 written, that a minifter of the 
gofpel muft be apt to teach. The work of die 
miniftry is fuch as makes this necefTary, though 
a minifter who is in the lower clafs as to gifts, 
may by diligence and fidelity in his work be ufer 
ful. ' ' 

It is very defi-rabk that-a minifter be a man of 
a learned education. There is need of this, 01? 
feveral accounts. And they who fpeak againft 
it, may,almoft as well, fpeak again ft reafon itfelf,; 
for learning ferves to open .the underftanding r 
to enlarge the mind : And they who decry learn r 
ing as not needful, not ufeful, for a minifter of 
the gofpel, have fame defign therein, not agree- 
,ing with truth and holinefs.-But it is notenougl^ 
that a minifter be a man of ingenuity and learnr 
ing. It is too evident, that fo me fuch men have 
erred from the truth,and employed their fuperior 
talents to pervert the gofpel ; yea, even a,gainil 
revelation itfelf. , x Therefore, 

3. A minifier of the gofpel muft be found in 
the faith muft know and preach the truth as it 
is in Jefus. 

'Tis by found doElr'me that he muft bcabfe-fotb 
to convince and exhort gainfayers* : He muft 
preach the ivvrd the word of God that inccr- . 

rupiible 
* Matt. 7. i. f j Tim. j. a, a Tim. a'. 3-4. a Tit. 1.9. 
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ruptible feed which livcth, and ahideth for 
and not rhe chaff of his own inventions. -XBut we 
may not hence conclude,that every good minifter 
.of Jefus Chrift is exadly of the fame opinion, 
and that they all fpeak the fame things in lefTer 
mat<ers. No. Such minifters don't pretend to 
infallibility to perfection in knowledge. 

Their bufinefs is, to build . upon the foundation 
which Chriftand his apoftles have laid, to preach 
the written word : And they humbly confefs that 
they know but in part, and prophefy but in part ; 
and they wait on theLord for more perfect know^ 
ledge of the truth. ... 

Yet there are foundation-truths of the gofpel, 
jn which, it may be expected that, all gofpel-mi- 
niftcrs will agree :> Such as (to inftance in two.or 
three)' the fallen Jlate of mankind : Not only that 
we are all gone out of the way by actual tranf- 
greffions of God's law,but that,as fall-en inAdam a , 
we are natively dead in trefpajjes and fins, fo that 
we muft be born again, or ive cannot fee ths king- 
dom of God ; born from above, for t&e Jons of 
God are born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
Jlejh, nor of the 'will of man, but of God* : That 
being thus finn-ers, we are guilty before God, 
under his wrath and curfe ; and that ive cannot 
be jiiftifed in his fight by tht deeds of the law 
for our own worthinefs or works .- That the/ 
we aie thus felfcdeftroyed, yet our hslp is in the. 
Lord : God has given his fon Jcfas-. Chnfi to be 
the redeemer of loft 'fin merit. We m'aft z&preach 
Chrift, the wey, the truth and ths life ; the only 
name under heaven, given among -men, ivhertbjt 

we 

a .Rom, 5. 12 Ch. b Joha z. 15. c ROIB. j 
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we mufi be faved* Preach Chrift in his pcrfon, 
offices and benefits. It may be expected of all 
gofpel-minifters, that they will preach faith in 
Chrift) as that by vjhich a man is fo united to 
him, as to partake of his righteoufnefs unto jufti- 
fication, and of his fpirit to faractification Tgj^Sggfr : 
That they preach repentance and remiffion of fins 
in the name of Chrift .: That they preach the ne- 
cefftty of the effeftual influences of the divine fpirit 
n.the hearts of finners, to begin, to carry on, 
and to perfect a work of grace in them ; and the 
encouragement that is given them in the gofpei, 
t cry to God for this work of his power and 
grace in them. 'Thefe are fome of the things in- 
cluded in found doftrine. In fhort, all the mi- 
niirersof the gofpei may be expected to agree in 
preaching t.hat doctrine which leads finners to fee 
their p-erifhing need of a faviour, and which en- 
courages them to flee for refuge to lay hsld on the 
hope -which is fet before them in the gofpei. 

4. A minifter of the gofpei rnuft be calif d^nd 
fahmnly feperatcd to the f acred work. 

Previous to this, 'he is to be proved, that his 
yiilble chriftianity, his aptnefs to teach, and his 
Jbundraefs in the faith may be known to them 
who are concerned in his call. But to compleat 
his character, he.muft be called by, not impofed 
upon a people ; and folemnly feperated to the 
work, by f aft ing and prayer, 'with the laying on of 
the hands of the presbytery '. 

They who are thus qualified, called, and or^ 
dained, are to be regarded as imaifters of the 
gofpei. 

The 

* JoJm i- 4 /6. ARs 4. i a. c A&s 2.3. i Tim. 4. i#. 
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The Lord himfelf and not man thus qualifies 
his minifters for their work. By his grace, 'fay? 
the apoRle Paul, 7 am 'what I am*. The gifts of 
nature, providence, and grace, are all of them his 



Moreover, by his gracious providence, he leads 
his people into the way of means to obtain the 
gift of a good minifter ; and of his loveaad grac.e 
he gives fuch gifts to his churches. 

But he who giveth thefe gifts to his churches 
ivill.be enquired of by them to do it for them, 
Therefore let us confider, 

Secondly, That God's people are to wait on 
him in all the ways which he prefcribes to them t 
particularly by prayer, for the good gifts of go(pei- 
ininifrers. 

/ truft that through your prayer /, 1 fhall be gi- 

ven unto you, fays the apcftle, in my text. It is 

obfervable, throughout the facred fcripture, that 

though God's promifes are free Are yea, and 

jdmen in Chrift Je/us, to his own glory and praife, 

yet, he. will have his people to feek to him Wait 

on him in all the ways of his inftitution, for the- 

promifed mercy. Thus, when he promifes, firft 

/j? give the new heart, and then, to add temporal 

falvation ; to do this not for his people s worthinefs, 

but for his 9W name's fake, he faith, I will yet 

for this be enquired of by the houfe of Ifrael to do it 

for them. g So God has prom ifed to give his people 

' pajlors according to his heart, yet our Saviour fays 

^ Tray ye the Lord of the harveft^ that he will 

fend forth laborers into his harveft. And does not 

^ reafon itfclf dictate thus much ? For, are gofpel- 

L minifters 

* i Cor. 15. jo. Ezek. 36 Chap. 
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fninifters God's gifts? Does he give gifts and grace 
to them, to qualify them for the work ? Is it b>y 
his providence, that this minifter is placed in this 
church, and that miriifter in that church ? Then 
God's people who are in want of fuch a gift, arc 
to acknowledge their dependence upon him for 
"it; arid to wait on him, -particularly, by prayer, 
or this gift to be beftowed on them. This, I 
underftand to be a part of our errand to the throne 
>of grace to-day : And your fanclifying this faft, 
under your prefent circumftances, is agreeable to 
the revealed will of God. But chriftians muft: 
not content themfelves with afking once, in the 
moft folcmn manner. They muft feek 'till they 

find 'till God gives them the needed gift :- 

Seek it, in their families, and in their clofets, as 
well as in public with the congregation of God's 
;people. 

Yea, when they have obtained the gift of a 
good mimfter, they fliould pray God to be with 
him, and to grant him grace fufficient for him. 
Their minifter will be that to them which the 

Lord maketh him to be. But let us not think 

to be heard merely for our much fpeaking. And 
we muft watchfully avoid every thing that would 
hinder our prayers. 

There are feveral things necelTary to acceptable 
prayer. As, 

i . It muft be the prayer of the upright. If any 
one draws near to God 'with his mouth , and honors 
him 'with his lips Awhile his he art is far from him t 
he mocks God, and does riot really wait on hira 
for a bleffing. 

G Soch 
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Such worfhip is an abomination t& the L?r<?,and 
is not the prayer that he will have refpetl to, and 
gracioufly anfwer. 

They who would ajk and receive* muft come 
to God penitently, come in uprightnefs, and alk 
needed mercy mercy which they feel their need 
of,and in their prayers pour out thedefire of their 
fouls to God. 

2. The prayer which God accepts, and will 
give a gracious anfwer to, muft be the prayer of 
faith. Without faith it is impojjible to pleaJeGod : 
for he that comet h to him, muft believe that -he is, 

and that he is a reivarder of them that diligently 
jc.sk hinf. 

When therefore we come to God for any of 
his good gifts, we fhould come, believing that he 
has the gift to beflow believing his power and 
grace, and make our prayer to him, and truft in 
him for an.anfwef of peace, not for our vJorthi- 
nefs, but j or his name's fake, for the fake of Jefus 
Chrili the mediator. 

3. It fhould be fervent prayer. "Tis.the effectual 
fervent prayer of the righteous man that awaileth 

much 1 . And if people are fenftble of their need 
of the mercy which they aik of God : fenfible 
for inftance, of their need of a good minifter of 
Jefus Chrifr, if they duly prize the gift, and re- 
alize that it is a gift of God which they can't hope 
to obtain, .but of his grace ; this will lead them 
to afk humbly to cry mightily to him for it. 
And to encourage fuch prayer, God has faid he 
will regard the prayer of the deftitut^ and iv ill not 
'dcfpilt: their prayer*. 

+> J. -J ' JL */ -' 

But 

h Heb. ii. 6. l James 5. 16. k Pfal. ico.,!?. 
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But there is fomething elfe to be done by a peo- 
ple, befide their praying to God, to give them a 
good, minifter of the gofpel, as they would hope 
to obtain this gift : 

Something they muft turn from and avoid ^ they 
would not hinder their prayers. 

1. More generally, they muft fee to this 

that they turn from their fins unto God, in truth 
and 'with all their hearts. If I regard iniquity. 
in my heart (fays David) the Lord will not hear 
mei. 'Tis an awful consideration to be propofed 
to finners : that tho' they come, before God with 
his people, come, in the moft folemn way of 
fafting and prayer, and come to afk the moft 
needed mercy ; yet, as they come a*nd go. away 
enemies of God, their prayer is not accepted. 

Were this to befuppofed the cafe with this con- 
gregation to day, this would then be a day of 
provocation, inftead of a day of truly waiting on 
God. It is not to be fuppofed of the congrega- 
tion ; however there may be reafon to fear that 
it is true of fome that prefent themfelves here be- 
fore the Lord, with his people. 

2. A people that would, by prayer to God, 
obtain the gift of a good minifter of the word, 
muft particularly keivare of carnal ends in feeklng 
a man to be fet over them. ' To fome it is^id ~ 
Ye ajk'and receive not, becaufeye ! -afi*amifs, that ye 
may 'cohfftyfieit' upon your /K/?j m . This is applicable 
to fuch^if any fuch there be, as afk of God the 
gift of a minifter to ftrengthcn their party,againft 
another part of their fellow chrlftians : 'tis appli- 
cable to- ftich as ' delire a minifter to promote 

C 2 their 

* Pfalm 6$. 18. m Jamei 4. 3. 
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their worldly glory to be a credit to them as a 
polite and ingenious gentleman ; while they care 
not whether he preaches the gofpel to them in its; 
purity or not. They vrho would truly wait on 
God for the rich gift of gofpel-minifter muft be- 
ware of fuch, and of all falfe ends, and muft de- 
lire fuch a minifter as the gofpel defcribes-; and 
defire from the heart the benefit that fuch mini- 
fters are given to be inftruments of to the people. 

Thus, chriftians who are feeking to God for a 
minifter of the gofpel, are to look that there be 
no fin in them, to feperate between their God and 
them, and to keep the good gift from them ; they, 
ihould particularly beware of bafe finifter ends in 
feeking a minifter. 

And their duty is not all of it negative. There 
is fbmething which they muft be aftive in. As, 

I . They Jhould unitedly rife up to "wait on God 
forfo rich a gift. Minifters of the gofpel arc mi-. 
nifters to the whole flocks over 'which (he holy 
ghoft makes them over/eers*. All the people want 
a good minifter of Jefus Chrift. And when they. 
are as foeep 'without a Jhepherd, they {hould, 
with one mind and heart, rife up tofeek by pray- 
er and all ways fui table to the end, a paftor after 
God's heart, and ftrengthen the hand of each 
other in this good work. He that will thea 
caufe divifions, and put blocks in the way, to, 
hinder the ibciety's obtaining a good 'gofpel- 
minifter, is unworthy to be numbred \Wth" the 
church or foeiety which he claims the privilege 
of being a member of. Only here ebferve, that 
t'wo cannot walk together except they fa agreed : 

And 
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And fo, it can't be expend that a fociety 
agree in tha choice of a mihifter, if they are not 
agreed in the doctrines in the religion of the 
gofpel. This is therefore what may be properly 
enquired into whether they are of one mind with 
refpect.to religion itfelf, and the character of the 
man whom- they would have to preach to them 
the religion of the gofpel. And if they can't 
agree in this, they had better part afunder, than 
pretend to unite ia that, in which they are fo 
difunited . 

2. A people that want, and are united in their; 
defire of a gpfpel-minifter, are to look out for, fa 
feck fuch a gift of God. Being deftitute, it is 
their bu fin efs to feek a fupply. If they have 
knowledge of candidates who have the appear- 
ance of fuitable ones for them, they may proceed 
to the trial of one or more of theirij without 
enquiring of others. If they don't know any; 
fuch candidates, it is fit they fhould enquire after 

them, 

* This Is not defigned to encourage to give, the leaft caunte* 
nance to, the feperations which are now fo common in this 
land. The author knows too much of the' weaknefs andl 
wickednefs of fome of them, to mean any fuch thing. 

Neither is 'it meant to fuppofe, that there is occafion for fueh. * 
difiinion in this church, or to encourage it. But rather it 
was tho't, that the mention of the thing would be fo alarm- 
ing, as-to perfuade the. chriftians here,to vratch againft ftrife< 
and divtfions : to give up every thing but tkeir conscience* 
every thing but the truth and caufe of the Lord, for thi 
iake of peace and unity. ....... 

et when truth neceflary truth. proper soeans of converfioa 
and edification, arc what is contended for, this is too tender 
a cafe to be determined by a majority of votes, fo as to bind 
the whole fociety. And he who is acquainted with the con-' 
troverfies that have been, and that do now fubuft in fom 
churches ; will, perhaps, think the Sermon unexceptionable 
in this point, where a focity i capable ef eiiiting su two tlif- 
focitic. " 
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them, minding well, of whom they enquire, 
wh^t information they get. And when they in- 
vite the man to preach to them as a probationer, 
they fhould make a proper trial of him : -Not 
take any man upon truft, as we fay, not lay hands 
fuddenly upon any man ; but be fatisfied with 
refpeft to his qualifications for the miniftry, be- 
fore they call him to take the overfight of them,- 
and fubmit themfelves to him as their paftor. 
When they have thus proved him and are fatisfi- 
ed, 'tis their part, to call him to office, and to en- 
courage his acceptance of their call, and therer 
upon to fee that he be feperated to the'fervice of 
the gofpel among them, according to divine infti- 
tution. 

I fliall here only add That having thus ob- 
tained of the Lord, the rich gift of a minifter of 
the gofpel, they are dill to pray to God for him, 
are to ftrengthen his hands and encourage his 
heart in his work, all that they can : And it in- 
finitely concerns them to receive the word of God _ 
which he minifters to them into good and honeft 
hearts, to be doers of it. 

What I have now further to do, is to apply. 
what you have heard. 

I fball do this, in an addrefs to the chu-rch of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, and the congregation of his 
people, who .ufually worfhip God in this houfe ; 
who are now a bereaved flock, in want of a mi- 
nifter of Jefus Chrift, to break the bread of life 
unto them. ,;. 

Brethren, your condncl in fan-clifying this day 
as a faft, under your circumftance, isto.be ap- 
proved (as I have hinted before). The death of 

' 
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.a.minifter. of the gofpel admoniflies a peopfe of 

the occafion they have to humble themfelves be- 

fore God : On this account, among others, be- 

caufe they, have been no more thankful for, and 

^fruitful under the means of grace which God 

has given -them to enjoy. You have occafion, 

-under this bereavement, to remember mercy, as 

jwell as judgment, Your late paftor p , whomGod 

gave to you, at your incorporation into a religi- 

ous fociety, was continued to you, and affifred in 

.the facred work, a great while more than forty 

years. A long life for a minifter ! And yet his 

.age was not fo great, but, if the will of God had 

.been fo, he might haveferved you in the workof 

_the miniftry, for years to come. This fhould 

.lead you to enquire wherefore God focontend- 

eth with you ; and to Iqok that fuch a difpen- 

fation of God's holy providence be not loft upon 

,you. : ..;... . 

And now, .being as fheep without a fhepherd, 

God is calling you to a work, new to moft ..of 

r you A work r of no little, impor-tance to you, to 

yqur children, and to the intereft of religion a- 

,mong you : I mean, the calling and fetling, ano- 

-ther gofpel-minifler. For,' blefTed be God [ tho' 

you are bereaved, the gofpel is not taken away 

r fi:om- you. And- there is hope that you may ob- 

.tain, another good minifterof Jefus Chrift,to feed 

.you and your children wirh the food of the word. 

Paftors and teachers are, gifts which theLqr4 

^beftows on, his churches. And by his providence 

.this land has yet feme candidates of whom there 

.-..:'. . ' ' ' 'IS 
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is hope that they -will ferve churches in the work 
of the miniftry fkilfully and faithfully. Such ail 
one 'you want; and 'fuch.it is -your wifdom and 
duty to feek. And what you have now heard, 
may fugged: to you ; fame rules of procedure in 
this weighty matter. 

.It leads you to-be humble, as thofe who nceH 
the gift, and are dependent on the fovereign plea- 
lure on the 'grace of God for it. 

Some people, when they go about this work, 
may be fuppofed to be too felf-eonfident : They 
feem to think they can have, almoft, whom they 
will You have as much reafon to think fo, as 
moft congregations have. And, without doubt 
you may obtain almoft any one of thofc preach- 
ers who take the office forjilthy lucre who care 
more for their own living in the world, than 
they do for Chrift Yfheep. But-you will do well 
to conilder- that you are as dependent on the 
Lord for a. good minifter, as the leaft and pooreft 
congregations are. -> 

Let this thought then fink down into your 
hearts That the gofpel-minifter which you want, 
is the Lord's gift his free gift which you have 
jnp worthinefs of can't claim it of debt s nor 
buy it at a price. 

Yet knew, You may know it from what you 
have now hsard, that this very gift is what the 
great head of the church delights to give to his 
.churches. 

Therefore, pray to him for it. It Is through 

ymir prayers-* in anfwer to ^prayer, that you are 

to look and hope for this rich gift. Betake you- 

felves then to th Lord, as your refuge in your 

prefens want. And 
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; And that you may afk and receive, 0- look to 
this that there be no fin to feperate between 
God and you, and to keep the good gift 
from you. And in order to lincerity and 
fervency in your prayer to God for a good mi- 
jiifter of Jefus Chrift, think ofjyowr need of fuch 
a gift: How .you want to be inftrucled and 
quicken^dv and comforted in the way to heaven 
want the food of the word, a portion of it in 
4uc feafon, in every cafe, and condition ;Think 
how dangerous it will be to you, to have a blind 
guide, a worldly-minded fhepherd. And further 
confider, that after all that you can do yourfelves, 
you may fail of a paftor after God's heart. And 
let iuch , cpnfiderations perfuade you to cry migh- 
tily to the Lord to undertake for you, to guide, 
and iucceed you in this afiair. 

You are alfo to behold with a believing eye 
the free and rich Grace of God in providing a 
way of falvation for loft man, .and in fending his 
meflengers tofhew unto us the way of falvation,' 
his exprefs prpmife to give to his church paftors 
according to his heart-. And hence let your 
prayer be the prayer of faith ;, hope in the mer- 
cy, the grace, and in the faithfulnefs of God, for 
the good gift of a gofpel-minifter. You may 
all ofjw all, that fear God, contribute, this 
"way^ towards the obtaining of a good minifter : 
The 'women, who may not fpeak in the church, 
may yet, in their clofets, .;ipeak to the Lord in 
prayer, begging of him, to fet a man- over this: 
congregation, who fhali break the bread of life, 
unto them. < The youth alfo, if there be any young 
ones in this place that love the Lprd Jefus Chrift, 

D may 
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gd to him and plead with him, how- they 
want a fpiritual guide, and beg of him, to give 
them one that fhall be fkilful and faithful. 

God will not {hut his ears againft the prayer 

of them who call on him in truth. -It will be a 

token for good to you, if you have a' Ipirif of 

prayer poured upofi you if you are found wreft- 

ling with the Lord for a bleffing. ' 

' And, O that you may be united in proper 

means to obtain the gift of a minilter of the 

gofpel ! Behold how good and how pleafant'this 

'Unity will be! And why fliould not all who have 

any ferious thoughts of the chriftian religion he 

, united in feeking the fame gofpel-minifter ? Will 

not all of them defire to have the gofpel preached 

to them in. its purity and fimplicity? Will they ' 

not aU.deQre a man to, be fet over thenr, who 

loves the Lord Jefus Gh rift in fincerity? Unite 

then^ rhy brethren, in feeking a good niinifter of 

Jefus Chrift, and let hot any party-zeal, 'any t}afc 

^end hinder your union. - 

You will not any of you be fatisfied with a man 

for your minifter, merely becaufe he is a man of 

learning, an eloquent orator, a polite gentleman, 

and of a good family : For however defireable it 

may b.e to you, to have a man of all thefe qualities^ 

yet, you know that they are not enough to niake 

up the character of a mimtter of the gofpel. You 

will therefore I qok that the man be a\fa found in 

the faith. - By foundnefs in the faith, ; I mean gof- 

pel-dp^rine -the truth as it is in Jefus. 'Arid"J 

, may add agreeablenefs. in the main, with the 

iconfeffions of the faith' of prote'ftant churches 

thofe of them which arc generally known among 

. ... , /: .:' -.-..;. ^ ujs. 
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us. For ; that thefe con feflions are, mainly, and " 
with fqme exception?, forms of found words, a~ 
greeing with the facred fcriptures, the moft pious . 

O* . -... C ; - .'-'-. ' t . ' - I 

and learned divines ofmany ages have fufficientiy 
proved : And you will have reafon to refufe a 

-j jv -.-- i .>,..- / . , -. t 

candidate that laughs at them 1 *. 
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* The occafion of fuch a teftimony and warning -iv/fet Our 
: age produces a generation of men who like not 'the fkith.on ' 
which the proteftant church was founded, and has ftood hi- 
therto. Some of them arc men of powers, and driaw away 
difciples after them. " 

But they have not been able y,et, to obtain a general rejection of, - 
the religion of ow: fathers* and the fetting up of .their own 
fcheme, in the room of it, in thefe churches. Yea, but few of.' 
them dare openly and. dire&ly to attempt it : But they are , 
--labouring for it artfully feveral ways. . ' = . ' 

One way is oy teftifying .againft creeds, confcflions of faith, 
and every thing of that fort : pleading that they are fet up 
in, competition with, and as of, even more value than, the ' 
infpired fcriptares. Whereas, they know jthat the church 
iheanethnot ib. It is the t!odl:rines.confeffcd,andnot merely 
' ; iheufing of confifefiions, that their aim is againft. There is 

; this evidence of i^ they fome years ago fent abroad the 

affembly's catechifm, which is in ufe among us, (beared and 
; patchedto make 5t agreeable to Dr. Taylor's fcheme., with a 
'.preface recommending the ufe of catechifms,9nly addirig that 
. . they jnufb be according to \truth ; for which reaibn they had 
"made the alteration. Tim catefihvfhv, like a wandring ftar, 
. 'ftrangely appeared amon^; \^, and as (trangely withdrew it- 

felf out of our fight. . 

Another of their artifices to get rid of the doctrines which 1 the 
church has long thp't to be d<iftrines of the gofpel^ ncceffa^y 
articles of/aith is to repre&ht them as matters of contro- 
vyerfyjjq^ ib, of indifference in religion. And if they cran 
find, in tj^efe conteffipns, or in any of the writings of the or- 
thodox, an errofr or flip, they harp upon thacftring, is if they 
had gotten that whkh i invalidates the whole. 
Another deyfceye^t, .which forae of 'them have againft the faith 
'of thefe ctiaii'Sh^sjs to tlffdw out, at every opportunity,tbcir 
flouts at our confeffions of laith, and at the men vrbjji are 
zealous for orthodoxy ? as if they meant to banter chiriftlaBS 
out of their religion. By thefe things they deceive unfl : abie 
fouls. And if we are always iiient.they will grow bolder Rill 
and be like to give religion th? greater wound^ 
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But the fcripture is the teft to try all doctrines 
by To the law and to the teftimony : If they 
/peak not according to this wordjt is becaufe tbcfefi. 
is no light in them. Yet, you will not think it . 
enough that a man fays he makes the fcripturc 
his rule ; you will judge whether he preaches the 
truth of fcripture whether he fpcaks as the ora* 
cles of God*. / 

'Tis your buflnefs to prove the man whom you. 
may have your eye upon for apaftor. You have 
the liberty and privileges of a congregational- 
church, a free fociety; and are not to be dictated 
In the choice of a minifter, by any man, or any - 
fociety of men. I mention this, to plead from 
tit, that it is your duty r as it is alfo your intereft, 
to make proper trial of a candidate a probationer. f 
for, the facred office among you : As you would 
be faithful to Chrift, and fettle one of his-rmm- 
fters among you, you mud do it. Who fhoiald 
do it- for you ? Whom can you expect; to be fo 
officious as to go out of his fphere, and of his 
own accord make trial -of your probationer ? And 
as to a council tha&you may call to ordain the 
man, they will' fcatce have. time to do it, as it j 
fhould be done, on the ciaj -of ordination. ThiC 
trial is therefore to be made by you. And. in 5t, T 
you fhoujd be faithful ,to the Lord, and corifult' 
the good of your felves : , of each other, and of. 
pofterity. : In -this trial, attend carefully to his - 
preaching. .He who. knows. 'the truth* and r&- 

A ;W> -V. ! ; 



Th:it rnnn in. to be honored, -who appears to have aipirit of pi- 
ety himielf, and to aim at the promotion of it in .others, tho* 
his crped differs from eftabliihed forms. But in Tome cafes, 
the church needs warning ta.be OB their guard.- 
r Ifaiali 8. 20. * i Pet. 4. 11. - . 
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crives it in the Jove efit, will preach t lt of 
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own accord. ' Ana no decld 
doftrines of * the ^ofpel^^nc 
is' to be atccep'red ^6f thaif ni 



n Yoii aretb oBfefVi^ notion^ 
the manner of his preaching 
rent aim and tendency of it is, to teach and per- 
fuade men to live godly in Chrift Jefus~-whether 
it is a proper means to promote experimental and 
praflical religion. The plaineft preaching that 
lerves to this end, is better than the fineft fpeeu- 
lations and reafonings where this is wanting. 

I fhall only ?i(id, ^Obfecve tfye m^n's converfi- 
tion, and fee if it is at bccometfcthe gofpel) fuch as 
minifters grace to the bearer* : for you will want 
a minifter oufof the pulpit, as wellas in it. ^ 

I might have gone on to lay- That a people 
who are feeking a gofpel-minifter, fhould prepare 
him a hdgingv as the apoftle fpeaks in the*vcrfe 
of my text. Make fuitable provifion for his fup- 
port. This reafon ipeaks for, and it is required 
of ehriftians in the go|pel.- r ---But, confidering 
your numbers and wealth efpecially confidering 
your liberal diftributipn to y6ur late paftor, and 
your generous grant to his >widow *> -there will 
be no need to point out your duty in this refpeft. 

And now brethren, Walt ori the Lord, and be 
of good courage, continue inftant in prayer, avoid 
every thing which hinders prayer, neglecl nothing 
which the Lord requires as your part and duty, 
and be always ready to receive .the engrafted 

word, 

w Eph. 4 . 29. -Col. 4.;6, ; 
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word, to be doers of it. Then you may hope > 
SnthcLord, that of his grace, he will, accept, your , 
humiliation and prayer, and in his, time give you 
a' jpaftor according to his heart, whom he will,, 
i^akc a rich bkfling to you and to your children 
after you, '.. ' ' . . ._, ,./. - ...-. . ., . . ..>.$ 
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